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Medicalstudentslearninghowthehumanheartworks.Thegovernmentwill ensurethatall universitiesofferingmedicinehaveaccesstoa teaching
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Ministryemphasises
qualityof medicaltraining
MEDICAL HARDWARE: Government to
ensure adequate facilities at universities
KUALA LUMPUR
THEREis noneedtopushthepanic button as the HigherEducation Ministry is very
much awareof the oversupplyof
doctorsin thenearfuture.
DeputyHigher EducationMin-
ister Datuk Saifuddin Abdullah
said: "The questionwith training
toomanydoctorsin ashortperiod
oftime,andthequalityoftheskills
acquiredbythedoctorduringtheir
rushedtrainingdoesnotarise.
"Insteadof stoppingthemedical
trainingschemes,theministryhad
been focusingon improving the
quality of medicalgraduatesde-
spitethegrowingnumber."
He saidtheproblemwith having
too many medical studentswas
thateachstudentwouldnotgetthe
necessaryattentionand exposure
fromtheir lecturers.
"To overcomethis problem,the
ministryhasbeenworkinghardto
ensure that each universitythat
offersmedicalcourseshavetheir
own medicaltrainingcentre,"Sai-
fuddinsaid.
"For example,Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM) is in the final
stagesof negotiationswith Ser-
dangHospitaltoturnit intoafully-
fledgedteachinghospita1."
He saidthatway,thelecturer-to-
studentratiocouldbekeptat op-
timum levels, ensuring the stu-
dentswereexposedtothepractical
aspectsofmedicine.
Saifuddinsaid the ministrywas
confidentthatpublic and private
universitieswouldeventuallyhave
accessto medicalcentresto con-
ducttheirpracticalstudieswithin
thenextfewyears.
Malaysian Medical Association
presidentDrMalY Cardosasaidthe
governmentmust be vigilant in
monitoringthehighnumberof in-
stitutionsofferingmedicalcourses.
She said the country must not
merely"churnout" medicalgrad-
uatesin-anuncontrolledmanner.-
She warnedthat doctorscould
not be "trainedin a hurry" assh~
believedthere were not enough
medicalofficersto properlytrain
housemen.
"The housemanto medicalof-
ficerratioof 5:1wasideal,butnow
wehavereportsof up to 12house-
menperofficer."
She said the governmenthad
wrongly allocatedthe housemen
basedon the totalnumberof spe-
cialists in a hospital,when they
shouldonlycountthespecialistsin
the fieldsof medicine,surgery,or-
thopaedics, paediatrics, obstet-
ricsjgynaecology and emergen-
cy/anaesthesia.
"Specialistareaslike pathology
and radiologydo not takehouse-
men for training, but somehow
their numberswerealso included
in the count, resulting in a dis-
proportionatelylarge number of
housemenallocatedfor eachmed-
ical centre."
She urged the governmentto
placemoreemphasison specialist
doctorstraining rather than pro-
ducingjustmedicalgraduates.
Also, sheurgedthe government
to givemoreincentivesfor doctors
who werewilling to servein rural
areasasthedistributionofdoctors
betweenruralandurbanareaswas
notoptima1.
